Superficial hypertrophic dendritic epitheliopathy occurring before and after penetrating keratoplasty in a patient with psoriasis.
To report a patient with superficial hypertrophic dendritic epitheliopathy that occurred in 1 eye after keratoplasty and in the other eye that had not undergone previous corneal transplantation. In both eyes, the epitheliopathy recurred even after subsequent penetrating keratoplasties. Case report. A patient with chronic eyelid and ocular surface disease secondary to psoriasis was monitored over a 17-year period. During this time, the patient developed a superficial hypertrophic dendritic epitheliopathy of the left eye 3 years after corneal transplantation. In the right eye, which had not undergone a penetrating keratoplasty, the patient was also noted to have a superficial hypertrophic dendritic epitheliopathy that changed morphologies over the ensuing 5.5 years. Both eyes subsequently required penetrating keratoplasties for decreased vision secondary to subepithelial scarring. After surgery, both corneas suffered recurrences of the superficial hypertrophic epitheliopathy. In addition to the original findings that superficial hypertrophic dendritic epitheliopathy occurs in postkeratoplasty eyes, this condition can also occur in corneas that have not been transplanted previously. The morphology of these lesions can vary.